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enrolling 900 StudEﬂts DF less camparad ta naticnwude research Flndu'gs

rural schaal dlstrncts of SImlflar size. Farty Flve dlStFIEtS were Surveyed

=

in Dk]ahama- 642 dustrlcts were surveyed in the national study.‘
. L L _ : '

The study gathered data related to be!rurai distriﬁtf the Sch@al
.Eupéfiﬂtéﬁdeﬁt- the tea;hers, schsal prcgrams, and student perfarmanzg,
Data was collected durlng the ]982*83 schcc] year. o : Lt
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in the future edu;atlonal develapment of a 131:3 gment of our s’ﬁciéty.

f? . A EESEARCH REPORT DF SHALL/RURAL Sf‘HDCfL DISIRIC‘I‘S IN GELAHOMA
COMPARED TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF SIMILAR SIZE NA'IIONWIDE

'by N . ’_ ’\ ‘ . ] V - -t

Bruca 0. rfaﬂcer ‘and Ivan D. Huse :

S - " . INTRODUCTION

« Untdil f ece ﬁtly, ccmparatiVEly few ?ducatnrs have- taken an int ere st in the

) S

Vsﬁrengthg ~and ., c:hallénge’s of America's small/rural schools; déspite the fact

that almost ome-third of America's ~youngste .  ttend schools clasgified ds
Iz"] 3‘ _ . . \ ~ T 7 : ) o _— ) ) ‘ : . -
rural (REA News; 1982); With the .decline ' school comnsolidation. and the

current population shift to ﬁoﬁémetfﬁpmlizaﬁ areas ("Eea’lr -1975), it~ is

cleatly evident that: nlral schools will cgnt;;tnue to pla}' a significéﬁt r’éle_

.o

Cur’fently, very 1iﬁtlg data are availa’blé a’baut ‘rural school sysntams in our .

A

'snc:itety! This is partlculazly true t::f K=12 s}rstems Eﬁfglliﬂg 1255 than 1, ODD

students .(Nachtigal, 1‘979)_ A

The wuurpose c:fp t:ﬂis report 1is tc pféSéﬂt majc:r fimﬂing f“K—'I;? rural.

$chaé1 districts in Dklahama with - thase of .a, naticmwidg stud}r c:'ampleted by

Eaﬂéef (1983), _in‘wh:tczh dese ptive data ‘were callectad on K—lz and/q:f l 12

=

Iﬂiral,schéﬂ‘l‘systems éﬂfalling 900 students or less. The findings were gathefad

¥

during the 1982-83 academic year. ™ o -
. . METHOD c .

Using the “Education ,E:;Lgfggggf}f, %Falg;;ggo; Loca 1 jgj atian Aggm:ies as

.

a referaﬂgﬁi a. hand count _was, made. of all K"-IE aﬁd 1=12 publ;.r; s’choc}l

dis Jicts in the Unlted St%ﬁas which enroll QOD studa ts or: 1253‘“ »Df the
nation's 15;6@1 publlc distrlc;ts, 4,125 (26;# pafce_nt) were iﬂentifi as
qualifying K~12 ‘or ,_1,%1_2 systems. wIn Oklahoma, 234 gqualifying districts were

% . . .

identified. !;'l'hésje “districts fegreseﬁted 38.9 percent of the state's 601

]
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’EE AND THDSE NATiDﬁWIDE' ENRDLLING SQQ STUDENTS GR LESS.f 1983.. . '
. | - P ,‘ i
S * 3 S

oL ) Variable. Oklalioma Nation
The Rural District e . : ?

1 ‘Avgrage student enrallment per district * 457 436
“2. Average number of 'schools per district’ " 1.3 2.4
3. Average student enrollmént per school., * 170.0 ' 188.5
4. Average geogfaphicalfsise of district’ in - o C, -

‘" square miles S -, 159 T 245~
* 5. Percent of student' bQSSEd te schoel, 54.5.; 64.4
6. ‘Mean farthest gne—way distangé students A .
bussed (miles)- 20.7 ..19.0
7. Percent of districts fap@rting ‘reteipt Df ) -
- state aid or funding for small schodl - o
districts: . 9.3 24,2 )
8. Average dollar amount of last taﬁd issue .$364,837 $715 000

* 9, Percent of districts passing last bond issue | = -93.3 87.5 .-
10. Percent of districts reporting dezliniﬂg L I T

S‘Eﬁf@llﬁéﬁts S 9.1 ¢ 36.2
The Superinténdent e . T o N -

Ll Averagé age of . superinte dent , 46.9 47 .1
2. Percent of superintendents holding : '

- master's as Highest degree’ 64.4 55.4

"3...-Percent of superintendents holding Ed. . *

. Specialist degree. ~  15.6 31.5 ¢

. Q.; Pércent of superintendents holding ~ .

doctorate degree ’ 20.0 13.1

5. . Average tenure:as superintendent (years) 6.0 . ..8.5
6.. fPe;cent of superintendents reporting annual " T

., salary in excess of $35,000 : 47.7 v, 37.4
7. Percent. of full-time superintendEﬂts _‘*ﬂ* 97 8 75.8

" 8. Perceat-of superintendentlpriﬂcipal L o

‘. ' combinations . S, 2.2° 20.9 °
9. Percent: of superintendents wha wotked - .

for district prior to appdintment as.
superintendeat L 7 , s . 31,1 29.4
§ + R . .

TherTeaghers : S : o o .

1. 'AveragE‘number of élemgﬂ;ary teachers in h,- :

S district " 1 -, S 14.8 I4.4
2. Average number af se¢andary teaghers in'

distriet | o s . 169 15.7

3. Average teachar/studenf ‘ratio . - - 1 14,4 1:14.5
4: Percent teacher turndver (1982 -83) %'Z 12.8 8.6 _
5. Mean beginning tedcher 'salary (1982-= 83) S135211 $12,492-

‘6. Mean top teacherf salary (1982-83) S, $21,321 $20,506 -
7. Meaﬁ Qurrent teacher salary (1982—83) §17,256 | $16,377



- o t . Table 1 (Enntinued)

—lgAvafagE rumbe? of "sﬁéps" to reach top. Df

-salary schedule ,

J?atians for sezandary teachers

25 .
=5

Student Perfgrmanée

"1,
23

¥ £y
PO

Meaﬂ number of g;aduatiﬂg séniars‘ .
Pe¥cent” of, éééduating seniors redagnised as
vNatiDnal Merit Exam Finalists

Percent of gtsﬁuaﬁing seniors achieviﬁg

" scotes of 25 or above on American Ccllege

- Test (ACT ‘Exam) “ ;

Schaal P?ggrams

Percent sof gradugting saniors achlev;ng
scores of 1100 or abowe om Szhalagtic

Aptitude Test (SAT Exam)

Percent of gtaduating seniors going on to

‘coliege - ;
Percent of graduating seniors going to ’

technical school 33@ .

R

13,
, part=time, the following resource personnel:

" Tennis |
~ Swimming . : :
Gymnastics - S B :

[

Percent of diszri;ts exploying either full er

Special Edficatigqn ¥ .
School Counmselor . ., .. B
School Psycholagist
_School Nurse -

Librarian/Media Spegiallst

s

"~ Adult Education Director

Community Education Director ‘%
Vacatianal Edugatian Director

‘Percent of distriets offering the follewiﬁg
_spnrts programs: \

Football S
Basketball _ S </
Baseball - - .
Softball _ s :
Volleyball :

Cross Country Tratk

Soccer '

Wrestling '

Track and Field

Golf oo : o
. . I

A

Qi?ii

38.6

14.1

©79.4
.33.8,
45.1
80.9
22.0 .
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; .Table 1 (continued) - E

) . Variable : V. Oklahoma __ Nation

Percent

courses as a part of their curriculum:

Caleulus

Chemistry -

Electronics

Vocational Agriculture
¥ -

Physics

- Computer Science

4
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